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ANNUAL 

REPORT 


of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


—  Year  Ending'  — 
December  31st,  1946 


FLETCHER  &  ROBINSON,  QUEEN  STREET,  ULVERSTON. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  ULVERSTON. 


Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1946. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1946. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres)  . 

Population  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value  . 

Amount  produced  by  a  Penny  Rate 


3,196 

9,827 

2,790 


£22\ 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  births,  87  male  and  91  female, 
were  registered  during  the  year.  The  birth  rate  at  18.1  per  1,000 
compared  with  a  rate  of  13.1  per  1,000  in  1945.  Ten  of  the  total 
births  were  of  illegitimate  children. 

STILLBIRTHS. 

Five  children  were  stillborn  during  the  year,  giving  a  stillbirth 
rate  of  17  per  1,000  total  births. 

DEATHS. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  deaths  of  residents,  66  male  and 
59  female,  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a  death  rate  of  12.7 
per  1,000  compared  with  a  rate  of  11.42  per  1,000  in  1945. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

One  death  of  an  infant  under  one  year  of  age  occurred,  giving 
an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  5  per  1,000  live  births.  The  infant 
was  female,  lived  one  day  and  died  from  haemorrhagic  disease 
of  the  new  born. 


DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS  UNDER 
TWO  YEARS  OF  AGE.— Nil. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY.— Nil. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  table  below  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  Ulverston 
residents  in  1946. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles . 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

— 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria  . 

- — - 

- — - 

— 

6. 

Influenza  . 

1 

— 

1 

7. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

T.B.  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

1 

6 

10. 

Other  Tuberculosis  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Syphilis . 

— 

— 

— • 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane  ... 

—  ■ 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  . 

9 

10 

19 

14. 

Diabetes . 

— 

— 

— 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

8 

8 

16 

16. 

Fleart  Disease  . 

22 

29 

51 

17. 

Aneurysm  . 

— • 

— 

— 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

— 

— 

— 

19. 

Bronchitis  . 

— • 

— 

— 

20. 

Pneumonia,  all  forms . 

7 

— 

7 

21. 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Diarrhoea  —  2  . 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  +2  . 

— 

— 

— 

24. 

Appendicitis . 

— 

— 

— 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver  . 

— - 

1 

1 

27. 

Other  Digestive  diseases  . 

1 

— 

1 

28. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis . 

— 

— 

30. 

31. 

Other  Puerperal  causes  . 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

Birth,  Malformation,  etc.  ... 

— 

1 

1 

32. 

Senility . 

1 

6 

7 

33. 

Suicide . 

1 

— 

1 

34. 

Other  Violence  . 

2 

— 

2 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases  . 

7 

3 

10 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown... 

66 

59 

125 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  of  Ulverston  residents  in  1946 
as  shown  by  the  above  table  were  heart  disease  (51),  cancer  (19), 
and  cerebral  arterial  disease  (16).  These  causes  were  followed  in 
number  by  senility  (7),  pneumonia  (7)  and  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
(6).  One  death  resulted  from  whooping  cough,  otherwise  there 
were  no  deaths  resulting  from  infectious  disease  excluding 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

CANCER. 

Brief  particulars  of  the  19  deaths  from  this  disease  are  shown 
below  : — 


Site. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Breast  . 

.  — - 

3 

3 

Stomach . 

.  2 

1 

3 

Lungs  . 

...  . .  2 

— 

2 

Glands  Neck... 

.  — 

1 

1 

Pelvic  Colon  ... 

.  1 

— 

1 

Rectum  . 

.  2 

— 

2 

Right  Ovary  ... 

...  . .  — 

2 

2 

Thyroid  . . 

.  1 

— 

1 

Larynx  . 

.  1 

— 

1 

Uterus  . 

9 

3 

10 

3 

19 

The  table  below  shows  comparisons  between  birth  and  death 
rates  in  England  and  Wales,  148  smaller  towns  and  this  district. 

148  Smaller  Towns  Ulverston  Urban 


England 

and  Wales. 

25-50,000  population. 

District. 

Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1943 

16.5 

12.1 

19.4 

12.7 

14.1 

13.9 

1944 

17.6 

11.6 

20.9 

12.4 

16.1 

14.2 

1945 

16.1 

11.4 

19.2 

12.3 

13.1 

12.3 

1946 

19.1 

11.5 

21.3 

11.7 

18.1 

12.3 

It  thus  appears  that  during  the  last  four  years  birth  rates  have 
been  lower  and  the  death  rates  have  been  a  little  higher  in  this 
district  than  in  the  country  generally.  A  possible  reason  for  this 
would  be  a  high  proportion  of  old  persons  in  the  Ulverston 
population. 

Age  distribution  of  deaths  in  1946  is  shown  below. 

-1  1-  5-  10-  15-  20-  30-  40-  50-  60-  65-  70-  75-  80-  85-  90-  Total 


1  3  -  1  -  2  5  7  23  14  11  13  19  16  8  2  125 

55.2%  of  the  deaths  were  in  persons  of  65  and  over.  I  am  not 
able,  at  present,  to  make  a  comparison  with  the  country  generally. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

PERSONNEL. 

Dr.  James  Robertson  was  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
during  1946  up  to  the  30th  September.  I  succeeded  him  on  1st 
October,  1946.  This  followed  the  acceptance  by  the  Ulverston 
Urban  District  Council  of  the  proposal  of  the  County  Council  that 
an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  in  the  district  should  act  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary 
District,  Medical  Officer  to  the  Ulverston  Joint  Hospital  Board 
and  Divisional  School  Medical  Officer. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

No  major  change  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  hospital 
services  of  the  district. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

In  addition  to  the  Ambulance  maintained  by  the  Ulverston 
Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  conveyance  to  the  High  Carley 
Isolation  Hospital  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease,  two 
motor  ambulances  for  accidents  and  non-infectious  illnesses  are 
provided  by  the  Ulverston  Joint  Ambulance  Committee  to  serve 
the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Ulverston.  There  are  reciprocal 
arrangements  for  help  in  case  of  need,  with  Dalton  and  Grange  in 
each  of  which  a  motor  ambulance  is  maintained.  The  ambulance 
facilities  appear  to  be  adequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  area. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Emergency  Medical  Service  Laboratory  at  High  Carley. 
Chemical  analyses,  as  required,  are  sent  to  the  City  Laboratories, 
Liverpool. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE,  SCHOOL  MEDICAL, 
DENTAL  AND  HEALTH  VISITING  SERVICES— ULVERSTON 
COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 
Routine  child  welfare  clinics,  minor  ailment  clinics,  dental  clinics 
and  school  medical  and  dental  inspections  are  undertaken  by 
Assistant  County  Medical  and  Dental  Officers  with  health  visitors 
and  school  nurses.  The  ophthalmic  surgeon,  obstetrician  and 
orthopaedic  specialist  attend  the  appropriate  eye,  ante-natal  and 
post-natal,  and  orthopaedic  clinics  at  Ulverston  and  Dalton-in- 
Furness.  In  addition  the  obstetrician  vists  the  Grange  Clinic 
fortnightly. 
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The  times  and  places  where  County  Council  Clinics  are  held 
are  shown  below.  County  District  Immunication  Clinics  are 
also  shown. 


ULVERSTON — Brogden  Street. 


Monday  a.m.  Minor  Ailments  Redressing  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Ante-natal  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Tuesday  a.m.  Dental  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  every  two  months. 

Minor  Ailments  and  Inspection  Clinic. 

Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Nil. 

p.m.  Immunisation.  1st  Friday  every  month  2  p.m. 


Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 


p.m. 


p.m. 


a.m. 

p.m. 

a.m. 


p.m. 

a.m. 


DALTON — Nelson  Street. 

Monday  a.m.  Nil. 

p.m.  Immunisation,  1st  Monday  every  month,  2  p.m. 
Tuesday  a.m.  Minor  Ailments  Redressing  Clinic, 

p.m.  Nil. 

Wednesday  a.m.  Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

p.m.  Ante-natal  Clinic. 

Thursday  a.m.  Minor  Ailments  and  Inspection  Clinic. 

p.m.  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Friday  a.m.  Dental  Clinic. 

p.m.  Dental  Clinic. 

GRANGE — Congregational  Sunday  School,  Kents  Bank  Road. 

2nd  and  4th  Friday  each  month,  a.m.  Ante-natal  Clinic. 
Tuesday,  fortnightly,  p.m.  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

COUNCIL  OFFICES. 

1st  Tuesday  each  month,  p.m.  Immunisation  Clinic. 

CONISTON — Church  Rooms,  Yewdale  Road. 

1st  Friday  each  month,  p.m.  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Circular  13/47  requires  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1946  to  give  certain  information  regarding  the 
water  supply  of  the  district. 

Water  is  supplied  by  Barrow  Corporation  from  Pennington 
Reservoir  to  the  Ulverston  Urban  District  Council’s  water  works  at 
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Castle  Hill,  Pennington.  Here  the  water  is  sand  filtered  before 
storage  in  a  service  reservoir  of  2\  million  gallons  capacity.  Before 
passing  into  the  trunk  main  from  the  reservoir  the  water  is  subjected 
to  chlorination.  The  supply  of  water  was  adequate  during  the  year. 

Samples  of  water  before  and  after  filtration  on  18th  April, 
1946,  were  examined  bacteriologically  with  the  satisfactory  results 
shown  below  : — 

WATER  FROM  PENNINGTON  BEFORE  FILTRATION  : 
Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  Agar  3  days  22°  C.  aerobically.  95  per  ml. 
Plate  Count.  Yeastral  Agar  2  days  37  C.  aerobically.  35  + 
spreader  per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  MacConkey  2  days  37°  C. 

Coli  0  per  100  ml. 

No  faecal  coli. 

WATER  FROM  PENNINGTON  AFTER  FILTRATION  : 
Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  Agar  3  days  22°  C.  aerobically.  3,700 
per  ml. 

Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  Agar  2  days  37°  C.  aerobically.  8  + 
spreader  per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  MacConkey  2  days  37°  C. 

Coli  0  per  100  ml. 

No  faecal  coli. 

This  supply  serves  2,074  dwelling-houses  representing  9,317 
persons  and  serves  also  102  dwelling-houses  by  means  of  stand-pipes, 
representing  another  450  persons.  Fourteen  houses  in  the  Urban 
District  representing  approximately  60  persons  get  a  water  supply 
from  private  sources. 

HOUSING. 

During  1946  the  Urban  District  Council  erected  10  permanent 
houses  which  were  tenanted  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Twenty 
prefabricated  houses  were  erected  by  the  Ministry  of  Works.  The 
Urban  District  Council  also  adapted  for  housing  20  huts  in  a 
military  camp. 

Despite  these  efforts  shortage  of  houses  in  the  Urban  District 
remained  acute  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  is  situated  at  the 
Gill,  Ulverston.  Inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
meat  inspector.  The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the 
year  was  as  follows  : — 

Cattle.  Calves.  Sheep.  Pigs.  Total. 

1619  469  7743  18  9849 

Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  to  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  structure  of  the  slaughterhouse.  The  accommodation  is 
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suitable  for  the  slaughter  of  a  few  animals  but  the  facilities  avail¬ 
able  are  inadequate  for  the  hygienic  slaughter  of  the  number  of 
beasts  which  have  been  slaughtered  there  during  the  past  few  years. 
Without  going  into  details  here  it  may  be  stated  that  the  old  building, 
which  was  not  designed  for  purposes  of  an  abbatoir,  has  a  number 
of  defects  and  is  incapable  of  conversion  into  a  satisfactory 
abbatoir. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  of  the  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  which  occurred  in  the  Urban  District  during 
the  five  years  1941-1945  compared  with  the  numbers  in  1946. 


1946 

Disease. 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

No.  of 
Cases 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

22 

12 

8 

6 

5 

5 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

Typhoid  and 

9 

24 

4 

6 

1 

— 

— 

Para-typhoid  ... 

7 

2 

— 

3 

1 

2 

2 

_ 

Measles . 

— 

26 

54 

158 

20 

1 

— - 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

15 

3 

14 

4 

i 

Pneumonia  . 

Encephalitis 

— 

3 

5 

7 

2 

2 

6 

_ 

Lethargica 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis . 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

* - 

1 

— 

— 

or  Pyrexia . 

Ophthalmia 

1 

— 

■ 

2 

1 

■ 

■ 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

Cerebro-spinal 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

i  1 

1 

— 

Meningitis 

5 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Totals . 

35 

80 

92 

191 

53 

15 

14 

1 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  generally  was  low  in  1946. 
The  absence  of  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year  is  notable. 
The  incidence  of  measles  was  negligible  showing  a  remarkable 
decline  compared  with  the  incidence  in  the  four  previous  years.  * 
Two  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  occurred.  One  was  a  girl  aged 
14  years,  a  visitor  to  the  district,  who  was  not  thought  to  have  been 
infected  in  the  district.  The  second  case  was  a  nurse  who  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease  as  a  result  of  nursing  the  first  case  after  an 
operation  in  a  general  hospital.  Both  cases  recovered. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During  1946  a  total  of  130  children  completed  the  full  course  of 
immunisation,  namely,  115  under  5  years  of  age  and  15  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  15. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  45%  of  children 
under  5  years  and  79%  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15 
in  Ulverston  had  been  immunised  under  the  Local  Authorities 
Scheme. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  tuberculosis  service  in  the  Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary 
District  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  The 
Dispensary  at  Ulverston  is  attended  by  the  Consultant  Tuberculosis 
Officer  for  the  district  and  a  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor.  Extensive 
facilities  for  the  investigation  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  are 
available  at  High  Carley  Sanatorium,  near  Ulverston.  There  is 
also  accommodation  for  a  small  number  of  children  at  Oubas 
House,  Ulverston. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1946. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  notified  in  Ulverston  in  1946. 


AGE 

PERIODS 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0—  ... 

1—  ... 

— 

— 

1  1 

— 

— 

—  — 

5—  ... 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

10—  ... 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

15—  ... 

1 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

-  - 

20 

— 

1 

—  — 

1 

1 

—  — 

25—  ... 

3 

1 

—  1 

1 

— 

—  — 

35—  ... 

1 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

—  — 

45—  ... 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

—  — 

55—  ... 

1 

— 

-  - 

— 

_ 

-  - 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

— 

—  — 

1 

8 

2 

1  2 

5 

1 

—  — 

Totals 

10 

3 

6 

0 
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The  table  below  shows  the  numbers  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  in  Ulverston  residents  during  the  past  11  years. 


NEW  CASES 

• 

DEATHS. 

Year. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1936 

3 

2 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1937 

5 

7 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1938 

7 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

2 

1939 

4 

3 

3 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1940 

3 

6 

7 

6 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1941 

4 

6 

7 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

7 

5 

4 

7 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1943 

11 

14 

3 

5 

3 

3 

1 

— 

1944 

9 

7 

5 

6 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1945  ! 

4 

10 

3 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1946 

8 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

— 

— 

The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  Ulverston  in  1946 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  notable.  Overcrowding  is  a  factor 
aiding  the  spread  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  It  must  influence 
adversely  both  the  prevalence  and  death  rate  of  the  disease. 
Improvement  in  housing  conditions  is  necessary  if  the  incidence 
and  mortality  of  this  disease  are  to  be  reduced. 

In  conclusion,  I  thank  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  officers  of  the  Ulverston  Urban  District  Council  for  courtesy 
and  help. 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  appended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DODD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1946. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  a  summary  of  the  work  relating  to  Public 
Health  Administration  carried  out  by  the  Department  during  the 
period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1946. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  dealt  with  by  means 
of  non-statutory  notices,  other  cases  having  been  dealt  with  by 
direct  contact. 
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Insufficient  or  insanitary  accommodation  for  House 


Refuse  .  7 

Defective  drains  and  water  closets  . . .  20 

Defective  conditions  of  premises  .  11 

Defective  water  supply  .  4 

Accumulation  on  or  obstructions  to  highways . 7 

Conversion  of  privy  to  water  closet  .  1 

Condemnation  of  unfit  food  .  6 

Rat  disinfestation  .  2 
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PERMANENT  HOUSING. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  approved  the  erection  of  88 
Council  Houses  on  the  Watery  Lane  Site.  Work  has  already  been 
commenced  on  64  of  these  and  10  are  now  tenanted. 

Licences  to  build  9  houses  have  been  issued  to  private  persons 
and  of  these  8  are  under  construction. 

TEMPORARY  HOUSING. 

Twenty  prefabricated  bungalows  of  the  “  Arcon  ”  Type  have 
been  erected  by  the  Ministry  of  Works  on  the  North  Lonsdale 
Road  Site.  The  roads,  footpaths  and  sewers  were  constructed  by 
the  Health  Department.  These  bungalows  have  been  handed 
over  to  the  Council,  and  all  are  now  tenanted. 

ADAPTATIONS  AND  CONVERSIONS. 

Following  upon  the  empty  Military  Camp  at  Tod  Busk  being 
entered  by  several  families  of  “  squatters,”  the  Council  at  the 
request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  are  carrying  out  certain  works 
with  the  object  of  making  reasonable  living  accommodation  for  30 
families. 

The  following  conversions  have  also  been  carried  out  by 
private  persons  under  licences  issued  by  this  department : — 

One  attic  converted  into  one  flat. 

One  house  converted  into  three  flats. 

One  house  converted  into  two  flats. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE  IS  STILL  IN  ABEYANCE. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  system  has  received  the  usual  attention,  and  has  been 
maintained  in  an  efficient  state.  All  drains  and  sewers  laid  by 
local  contractors  have  been  inspected  and  actual  connections  to  the 
public  sewers  have  been  made  by  the  Department’s  Staff. 

The  length  of  cast  iron  sewer  from  Low  Mill  Tannery  to 
Outcast  has  been  dredged.  There  was  a  large  deposit  on  the 
inside  of  this  sewer,  which  was  apparently  due  to  the  nature  of  the 
effluent  being  discharged  into  it  from  the  Tannery. 
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SHOP  ACT  AND  FACTORIES  ACT. 

Close  liaison  has  been  kept  with  H.M.  Inspectors,  and  cases 
arising  have  been  dealt  with  appropriately. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION. 

This  work  has  been  carried  out  efficiently  and  the  controlled 
tip  has  been  maintained  in  a  clean  and  orderly  condition. 

The  following  salvage  has  been  collected,  sorted  and  sold 


during  the  year  : —  T.  c.  q.  £  s.  d. 

Waste  Paper  .  72  5  0  ...  480  10  5 

Textiles .  1  0  1  ...  10  2  6 

Bones  .  1  19  0  ...  4  7  9 

Metals  . 2  10  1  ...  3  15  0 

Bottles  and  Jars  .  2  0  0  ...  32  14  0 

Kitchen  Waste  .  18  00  ...  1840 


Total  Value  £549  13  8 

This  is  an  increase  of  £140  3s.  Id.  over  last  year  and  does  not 
include  any  bonus  paid  by  the  Directorate  of  Salvage  and  Recovery 
(L.A.). 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  cases  have  been  notified  : — 


Scarlet  Fever .  5 

Diphtheria .  1 

Paratyphoid  .  2 
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Fumigations  carried  out  have  been  as  follows  : — 


Infectious  diseases  . 7 

T.B .  9 

Other  Causes  .  8 


WATER  SUPPLY. 
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A  pure  and  sufficient  supply  has  been  maintained  without 
interruption.  The  following  water  mains  have  been  laid  : — 

15  yards  four-inch  diameter  in  Well  Lane. 

39  yards  four-inch  diameter  in  Holyoake  Terrace. 

The  following  defective  mains  have  been  replaced  by  larger 
sized  mains  as  shown 

327  yards  of  defective  four-inch  diameter  in  Brogden  Street 
replaced  by  six-inch  diameter. 

325  yards  of  defective  three-inch  diameter  in  the  Gill  and 
Stanley  Street  replaced  by  four-inch  diameter. 

303  yards  of  defective  three-inch  diameter  in  Morecambe 
Road  replaced  by  six-inch  diameter. 
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RAT  DISINFESTATION. 

A  Rodent  Operator  was  appointed  and  after  attending  a  course 
of  instruction  arranged  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  commenced  his 


duties  on  2nd  September.  Since  that  time  he  has  surveyed  and 
searched  most  of  the  District  including  1,591  premises  and  the 
following  places  have  received  treatment  : —  Estimated  No.  of 
No.  of  Infestations.  Rats  Poisoned. 

17  private  dwellings  .  64 

19  Business  Premises  . . 186 

2  Refuse  Tips  at  Canal  Head .  90 

1  Morecambe  Road  Sewage  Tanks  (two 

treatments)  . .  57 

1  Swarthmoor  Sewage  Tanks  (two  treatments)  55 

1  Salvage  Depot,  Canal  Head  .  37 

1  U.D.C.  Canal  Siding  . 10 

2  Ashpits  and  buildings  at  Tarnside  and 

Sandhall .  40 

44  539 


The  above  44  infestations  included  8  major  and  36  minor 
types.  The  Ministry  of  Food  agreed  that  for  the  purpose  of 
Circular  N.S.  11  (Sewer  Treatment)  the  initial  treatment  qualifica¬ 
tion  has  already  been  satisfied  by  the  Council,  and  instructed  that 
two  maintenance  treatments  should  be  carried  out  before  March 
31st,  1947.  The  Rodent  Operator  commenced  the  first  of  these 
two  treatments  soon  after  his  appointment  and  completed  it  before 
the  end  of  1946.  The  following  are  the  details  : — 


1st  treatment  Manholes  inspected  .  255 

Manholes  baited .  249  (six  run¬ 

ning  full  bore) 

Prebait  “  takes  ”  .  36 

Poison  “  takes  ”  .  34 

Estimated  number  of  rats  poisoned  150 

2nd  treatment  Manholes  baited  .  84 

Poison  “  takes  ”  (partial)  .  6 

Estimated  number  of  rats  poisoned  6 
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Total  number  of  rats  estimated  to  have  been  poisoned  from 
September  to  December,  1946  —  695. 

The  issue  of  rat  poison,  rat  biscuits,  etc.,  free  to  ratepayers 
has  been  discontinued  as  the  indiscriminate  laying  of  various  types 
of  poison  is  liable  to  affect  adversely  the  work  of  the  Rodent 
Operative. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Yours  obediently, 

C.  TELFORD  HAGUE,  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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